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This devotional book is a product of the thoughts and meditations of members of Liberti 
Church Fairmount. We have taken time to reflect on the Word of God and His promises 
concerning the coming of His Son, Jesus. Our thoughts are not meant to be comprehensive 
commentaries, but merely personal reflections on these passages. We invite you now to meditate 
with us on the transforming reality of His Advent among us. May your hearts and prayers be 
directed towards our Savior and King this Advent Season, as you reflect on the truths contained 
in this book.
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Isaiah 61:1-2
	 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 
me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and 
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn...

Luke 4:16-21
	 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was 
his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood 
up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He 
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,
 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”
 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat 
down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he 
began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.”
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November 30th
Christ the Promised Messiah

That Which the Spirit Conceived

Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit.  And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife,  but knew her not until she had given birth to 
a son. And he called his name Jesus.

AS I READ chapter 1 of Matthew, a particular phrase stands out to me: “that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.” In this translation, the angel uses the specific words 
“that which is conceived” as opposed to “he who is conceived” or “the son who is 
conceived.” Perhaps this is a minor distinction; maybe I’m simply serving as grammar police. 
In the next verse, though, the angel uses the personal pronoun “he” and refers to Jesus 
specifically as a son. Why does the angel forego the more personal references and instead 
use the word “that” in the earlier verse?

As mysterious and enchanting as a virgin pregnancy may have been, perhaps the angel 
intended to point toward an even more enthralling enigma—not just of an egg fertilized by 
spirit rather than by man, but of an eternal God who would become a finite human. Only the 
Spirit could conceive of that. 

I like to imagine the angel using clever wordplay to convey the scope of the situation; yes, a 
baby had been conceived by a virgin, but a stunning plan of salvation had also been 
conceived for all mankind where a father sacrifices his son. A loving and brilliant creator 
drafted a masterful script, at times heartbreaking but ultimately redemptive, and hatched the 
climactic plot device, a promised Messiah, inside Mary’s womb. When the angel speaks of 
that which is conceived, perhaps he means not only the baby, but Christ’s whole narrative 
arc—the virgin birth, the miraculous ministry, the tragic death, the triumphant resurrection—
all of this conceived by the Spirit. Mary courageously bore the weight of this plan even before 
she lovingly bore the child. We are truly and solely saved through that which was conceived 
in her from the Holy Spirit.
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December 1st
Christ the Promised Messiah

Liberty to the Captives

Isaiah 61:1-2
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the 
Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn...

Luke 4:16-21
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went 
to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,
 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”
And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of 
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

I IMAGINE when the Jews in the synagogue heard Jesus read this passage, they thought 
he would free them from the iron-fisted rule of Roman occupation. The Romans were the 
oppressors, the Jews were the oppressed, and God was on their side.  So imagine their 
surprise when Jesus begins forgiving sins instead of overturning political structures. Imagine 
their confusion when he heals the servant of a Roman officer in Luke 7 or when he begins 
preaching to the Pharisees that their problem is something inside their hearts, not outside of 
themselves. 

The Gospel is for both the slave and the slave-owner, the abuser and the abused. When he 
breaks open a prison, not only will the prisoners be rescued, but the jailer too (Acts 16). The 
way God sees us, we’re all captives. 

The liberation Christ proclaims is more expansive than we think. It has an eternal nature; we 
don’t have to wait to start enjoying it. “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Today, pray boldly for the fullness of freedom to be manifested in your own life and the lives 
of those around you. 
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December 2nd
Christ the Promised Messiah

 The Delight of the Father

Isaiah 42:1
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my 
Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.

 
Matthew 3:14-17
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, 
and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like 
a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

MY FIRST DAY OF COLLEGE was the first day I ever saw my dad cry. My parents had 
driven two hours to take me there, we moved all my stuff into my dorm, and we took part in 
the various activities around campus. At the end of the day, when it was time for them to 
head home and for me to be on my own, that’s when it happened. They weren’t cries of 
sadness, though; they were cries of joy. Dad was proud of me, that I had made it to this 
point.

Jesus has made it to the beginning of his ministry, and the joy of the Father is loud and clear 
as a voice from heaven. My father didn’t know what college would hold for me, but Jesus’ 
Father knew exactly what Jesus was about to begin. He knew, even when Jesus was born, 
that he was sending his Son into the world to save it. He knew that it would cost him his 
Son’s own life, but that would mean the salvation of millions. And he was delighted. The joy 
of the Father is the work of his Son, and the work of his Son is to save sinners like us.
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December 3rd
Christ the Promised Messiah

Reversed Priorities

Matthew 21:1-5
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, 
then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to 
me...” This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,
 “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”

THE HOI PALLOI that were gathered to celebrate Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem a week 
before his death were likely expecting him to arrive on something more regal than a donkey. 
Surely this self-professed Messiah would make his prestige and power clearly visible to 
anyone who happened to see the parade streaming by.

But Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem on a donkey makes clear that his Kingdom is not of this 
world. The badges of prestige and honor that mark this King do not correlate to the world’s 
criteria. In Jesus’ Kingdom strength is weakness, poverty is riches, the last are first, and 
failure is success. The King of the universe doesn’t arrive escorted by angels or even 
presidential motorcade, but on on the back of a shabby barnyard animal.

Jesus chose to ride this donkey to fulfill what he knew was written about him in the prophets.  
His life was defined and ordered by the will of his Father and the teachings of Scripture, so 
much so that he followed their commands to his immediate death. This presents a question 
to us that must be answered: if Jesus was so dependent on the will of his Father and the 
authority of Scripture to govern his life, how should that affect my attitude toward God’s 
Word and the centrality of a life of prayer?

What are the unglamorous (yet vital) parts of following Jesus that I’m reluctant to enter into? 
Pause to consider the humility of Jesus at every stage of his life, particularly at the moments 
like this when it would have been easiest for him to flaunt his greatness and power. Do I 
believe that humility leads to glory, like it did for Jesus, or do I think that I know a better way?
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Isaiah 62:11b-12
Say to the daughter of Zion,
“Behold, your salvation comes;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.”
And they shall be called The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the Lord;
and you shall be called Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken.

Zechariah 9:9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;

righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.



December 4th
Christ the Promised Messiah

A Voice for Our Wilderness 

Isaiah 40:3-5
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.”

Luke 3:1-6
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar...the word of God came to John the son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet,
 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the 
crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God.’”
!

THIS TENSION IS POWERFUL between the violence of this prophecy and the comfort it 
brings me: the terrifying and thrilling imagery of mountains razed and valleys filled, rough 
places crushed until smooth and what is crooked wrenched to become straight. All this for 
the glory of God, and all this, at long last, for all flesh to see. As God’s people, we dwell 
among mountains and valleys and rough places. We try to progress, but we trip and fall and 
lose our ground. So we should find comfort in this promise, as did God’s people when exiled 
and afraid, and John’s followers in anticipation of the Messiah in their midst. 

But it all begins with a voice; a voice crying out, not from rooftops or pulpits or street corners, 
but from the wilderness. This message of radical hope will not appear suddenly in our laps; it 
must be sought after. We must strain our ears, waiting, yearning to hear the voice crying out. 
And once we hear it, it tells us to prepare. There is work to be done! We must not make 
camp on our mountain slope, or dig a bed among our uneven places and wait for God to 
show up. No, he calls us to prepare his way. We cannot fill valleys on our own, but by His 
grace we invite all people to journey through them with us. This task of forward motion would 
be unbearable except for God’s promise of what lies ahead. As we trudge over uneven 
ground, may we joyfully anticipate God’s promise to make for us a level plain, where we will 
run unobstructed to his everlasting arms.
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December 5th
Christ the Promised Messiah

As He Promised
Isaiah 11:1
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall 
bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

Acts 13:16-23
“Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. The God of this people Israel chose our fathers 
and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led 
them out of it. And for about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. And after 
destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance. All 
this took about 450 years. And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 
Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of 
Benjamin, for forty years. And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, 
of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, 
who will do all my will.’ Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as 
he promised.

IN THESE PASSAGES we’re given a seemingly boring lineage and history lesson about 
Israel’s past. As we stumble through it, we may wonder if this really needed to be included in 
Acts or this advent devotional; why is it so important? Who cares about these minutia? I 
know that’s my initial judgment; though I first came to the passage with a slow, steady and 
thoughtful pace of reading, I neared the middle and end of the passage at a rapid pace 
because I just wanted to get through this boring history lesson.

But when I come to the last statement that talks about our Savior, I am stopped dead in my 
tracks; here are the reasons why this lineage matters. The first is that God has provided for 
us; he has given us that which we truly need. He’s given us a Savior, and his name is Jesus.

Secondly, God delivered good on his promise to his people. This Savior didn’t come out of 
nowhere. God had promised to his people that he would bring them a Savior. There would 
come from the stump of Jesse a shoot; on this one would the Spirit of the Lord rest. What a 
promise!

I am struck by God’s incredible faithfulness to a people that continually offend him and sin 
against him in the most heinous of ways. I don’t think I could endure a day’s worth of the 
offenses that we commit against God. But in his grace, love and mercy he has sent a Savior, 
Jesus, as he promised. This Savior has redeemed us by his blood. Through him alone we 
have life. These passages remind me that my sins against God are sins of unbelief; I don’t 
believe that he is good, true, and faithful to his promises. But God is unchanging and 
completely reliable. He will never turn away from his promises.
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December 6th
Christ the Promised Messiah

Dayenu (יֵּנּו (ַדּ

Isaiah 29:18
In that day the deaf shall hear the words of a book, and out of their gloom and darkness the 
eyes of the blind shall see.

Isaiah 35:5-6
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall 
the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.

Matthew 11:2-5
Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 
and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have good news preached to them.”

EVERY YEAR, I gather with friends in the early Spring to celebrate Passover. For those 
who have never been to a Passover Seder, there is a hymn sung or recited called “Dayenu.” 
This word means, “it would have been enough for us.” The hymn begins: “If He had brought 
us out from Egypt, and had not carried out judgments against them, Dayenu.” It is a way in 
which God’s people express that he has done far more than they could ask, imagine, or 
deserve. The hymn has 15 such stanzas: “If He had supplied our needs in the desert for forty 
years, and had not fed us the manna, Dayenu.”

Reading Isaiah 29 and 35, the prophet is speaking to a people who have turned from God. In 
order to spur them to repentance, the prophet warns of the coming fall of Jerusalem and 
exile to a foreign land far from the house of God, but the people do not listen and do not 
repent because they are “blind,” “deaf,” and do not understand what God is saying to them. 
And so the prophet speaks of a coming day when God will open the eyes of the blind, 
unstop the ears of the deaf, and cause the mute tongue to sing for joy to God. 

Reading Isaiah 29 and 35, it is right to understand the promises of God as being a changed 
heart and the blessings of repentance. Like those at a Passover Seder, we can say “If He had 
only given us a changed heart, Dayenu.” But when the God of creation entered the world he 
did far more than we could ask, imagine, or deserve. The blind actually received their site. 
The lame actually walked. The world’s response to the presence of its creator is to be made 
right, both spiritually (the restoring of the relationship between God and humankind) and 
literally (the deaf hear). This advent, we celebrate God entering the world and making things 
right in ways that are far greater than we could ask, imagine, or deserve.
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December 7th
Christ the Promised Messiah

Water, Not So Basic

Isaiah 12:3-4
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day: “Give 
thanks to the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim 
that his name is exalted.

 
John 4:7-15
A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her,“Give me a drink.” (For his 
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How 
is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given 
you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the 
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to 
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water 
that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, 
so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

WHEN I THINK of modern-day wells, I think of charitable campaigns for fresh water in 
Africa through organizations like Blood:Water and Water is Basic (which our church has 
supported in South Sudan). These wells are intended to give people a peaceful, life-
sustaining source of water, from which will flourish food, education, and disease prevention. 
However, peaceful well water is hard come by, often a source for conflict and a resource to 
rule over. Water is not a basic right for all people, and when a new, clean, safe well is struck, 
it is life changing. 

It’s a similar situation for the first readers of Isaiah. When Isaiah promises new wells of 
salvation, he writes a song of hope for a people under foreign rule with their land and ways 
destroyed. To a people without wells to call their own, God promises to one day provide and 
restore. The provision of the Messiah is so much more than what they expected or what any 
of humanity deserves. Israel wanted their country restored, but God provided a kingdom for 
all. A woman wanted to draw water without the shame of locals who knew her screwed up 
life, and Jesus waited for her, removed her shame, and redefined her life. An outcast people 
wanted to worship at a place with access to God, and Jesus set up a temple of Spirit, a 
dwelling place without walls. The Promised Messiah is our abundant and eternal source.  
How great it is that the Father gives us so much more than what we expect or imagine.  His 
gift is a never ending spring of safe, clean, and life-changing water.
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Isaiah 28:16
 Therefore thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am the one who has laid as 
a foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a 
sure foundation…

Psalm 118:22
 The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is 
the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

Romans 9:30-10:4
 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue 
righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith;  but 
that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not 
succeed in reaching that law.  Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, 
but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling 
stone, as it is written,
        “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
	 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may 
be saved. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not 
according to knowledge. For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, 
and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God's 
righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone 
who believes.
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December 8th
Christ the Promised Cornerstone

Stone

Isaiah 28:16
Therefore thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in 
Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation…

Psalm 118:22
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing; it 
is marvelous in our eyes.

Acts 4:8-12
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are 
being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this 
man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by 
him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, 
the builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

GOD’S WORK is most often ironic and unforeseen. Stones thrown aside do not serve as 
the foundation to a palace, and a conquering ruler is not born in a barn. Christ came into this  
world among animals, lived his first years as a fugitive, preached a hated truth as an adult, 
and was ultimately murdered by people who once praised with him “Hosanna.” How could 
this man be the “sure foundation” for God’s kingdom?

Yet into this disaster God weaved a hope that could only be found through death – fulfilling a 
wrath from God for the evil inside us, but absolving us of that just punishment, instead giving 
us healing and life. Christ heals the cripple, and through his death, conquered death itself.

With such surety, what can we fear? With such sacrifice, what can we not share? When 
people recognize this healing in our lives, we, like Peter, can bravely and clearly say "by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth...[we] stand before you all!"
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December 9th
Christ the Promised Cornerstone

A Fruitful Endeavor

Matthew 21:33-42
“Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a 
fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went 
into another country. When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants 
to get his fruit. And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. 
Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw 
the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his 
inheritance.’ And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. When 
therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to 
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other 
tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the Scriptures:
 “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
!

I ONCE OWNED a very expensive coat that eventually stopped fitting me. I gave it to one 
of my friends who it fit better and had once expressed a fondness of it. However, I soon 
noticed that he didn't seem to treat it with the same care I had. Once I even saw it hanging 
on a fence in the pouring rain. I found myself wishing that I had given the coat to a different 
person, someone who would not mistreat it.

When I read Matthew 21, I am reminded of times when someone is given a gift and chooses 
to squander it. But in this case the gift is of a whole different nature and to a much greater 
magnitude: namely, the gift of the eternal kingdom of God. The vineyard is a reference to 
Isaiah 5:1-7 in which God lavishes Israel with everything that would make them fruitful, but 
they only receive wild grapes; they were fruitless. In fact, in the Biblical narrative, soon Jesus 
will lament over the city of Jerusalem because of their fruitlessness.

This reminds me to take great care regarding the promised Cornerstone. Though I know I 
have not rejected Jesus—as the Cornerstone—I want to make sure that I am not fruitless 
with the gifts he has given. I want to be built upon him as a "living rock" in the temple of God, 
which is the church (2 Peter 2:4-5).
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Isaiah 5:1b-4
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile 
hill.
He dug it and cleared it of stones, and 
planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and 
hewed out a wine vat in it;
and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it 
yielded wild grapes.
And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and 
men of Judah, 

judge between me and my vineyard.
What more was there to do for my vineyard,
    that I have not done in it? When I looked 

for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild 
grapes?

 Psalm 118:22
The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the cornerstone. This is the Lord’s 
doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.



December 10th
Christ the Promised Cornerstone

 A Miraculous Deposit

Isaiah 28:16
Therefore thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in 
Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation…

Psalm 118:22
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing; it 
is marvelous in our eyes.

Romans 9:30-10:4
What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, 
that is, a righteousness that is by faith;  but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to 
righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law.  Why? Because they did not pursue it by 
faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, as it is 
written,
 “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.”
Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. For I bear 
them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For, being 
ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit 
to God's righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes.
       

WHILE I WAS WORKING as a bank teller during college, a man came into the branch 
one afternoon and asked if he could deposit $100 anonymously into a friend’s account. My 
first response to his request was suspicion. It seemed incredibly generous. Too generous. I 
verified with a manager that this was indeed allowed before proceeding. In processing the 
transaction, however, I came to see that the man was exactly who he claimed to be: a caring 
friend just looking out for someone in a tough spot. 

I often find myself questioning whether God’s gift of salvation really is as good, generous and 
uncomplicated as it seems. Why would he do that? What’s the catch? I can get caught up, 
as Paul says, in “pursuing righteousness,” and working to prove myself worthy. So much 
sometimes that the utter gift of Christ becomes a mental stumbling stone.  

To all of us who find it hard to receive free gifts and wrestle with the generosity of the gospel, 
believe it. The difference it makes to realize that God really is THAT good and THAT generous 
has implications that are incredible. It means that not only can he help us out of every tough 
spot we’ve ever been in, but also that Jesus, in giving Himself, has given us everything we 
need to come to God, everything to be free in this life, and everything to live forever.  

It also means that the same generous spirit lives inside of us. May we find ourselves believing 
in free gifts enough to share with someone who needs to know that there’s been a 
miraculous deposit to their account.
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December 11th
Christ the Promised Cornerstone

The Old and New Temple, the Old and New Hostility

Isaiah 28:16
Therefore thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in 
Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation…

Psalm 118:22
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing; it 
is marvelous in our eyes.

Ephesians 2:17-22
And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 
near. For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 
being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by 
the Spirit.

DURING HIS MINISTRY, our Lord Jesus supplied a profound explanation of his 
messianic work: “I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will 
build another, not made with hands.” The temple and its worship were a point of division 
between Jew and Gentile. The laws associated with temple worship excluded Gentiles, and 
during the time the New Testament was written, it was the Jewish hope that the Messiah 
would crush Gentile idolaters and expand the sanctimony of the temple to cover the earth. 

But our Lord’s work is far more complex and significant than that. He will destroy the temple 
and the hostilities between Jew and Gentile, but raise up a new temple in his resurrection 
and the resurrection of those who are united in him. This new temple, Christ in his 
resurrected flesh being the cornerstone, is both a sanctuary of peace between Jew and 
Gentile and also the embattlement wall of the great new hostility of cosmic proportions.

Just as the temple in Jerusalem, made with human hands, was a shadowy replica of the true 
heavenly temple that is not made by the hands of men, so also the hostility between Jew and 
Gentile, instigated by the ordinances of the law, was only a shadowy anticipation for the true 
hostility between our Lord Jesus Christ and the dominion of darkness (Colossians 1:13), 
ruled by Satan (Ephesians 2:2), and populated by Satan’s seed (John 8:44). Paul’s message 
to the Ephesians is that the old hostilities are ended just as much as the old temple worship 
(with the associated exclusionary laws) has passed away, and that this is accomplished by 
Christ’s work on the cross towards which the temple sacrifices had always pointed. The 
peace enjoyed between Jew and Gentile on the basis of Christ’s redeeming love is not just 
peace but an alliance in a battle that is not waged against flesh and blood but against the 
cosmic powers of this present darkness. The advent of our Lord is a light shining in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it!
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Isaiah 53:7-9
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
	 yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
	 and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
	 so he opened not his mouth.
By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
	 and as for his generation, who considered
	 that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
	 stricken for the transgression of my people?
And they made his grave with the wicked
	 and with a rich man in his death,
	 although he had done no violence,
	 and there was no deceit in his mouth.

Matthew 26:62-66
 And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? 
What is it that these men testify against you?” But Jesus remained silent. 
And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you 
are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I 
tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand 
of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his  
robes and said,“He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we 
need? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your judgment?” They 
answered, “He deserves death.”
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December 12th
Christ the Promised Sufferer

His Suffering, Our Humiliation 

Isaiah 50:6
I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not 
my face from disgrace and spitting.

Matthew 26:67-68
Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, 
you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”

Matthew 27:24-31
So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man's blood; 
see to it yourselves.” And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 
Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be 
crucified.
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on 
him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his 
right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and 
they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked 
him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to 
crucify him.

HUMILIATION. The passages above are an account of the immense humiliation 
experienced by Christ in the days and hours before his crucifixion. As I read the account, I 
can’t escape the ugliness of the crowd and the humiliation I feel on their behalf. The mockery, 
the bitterness, the ignorance. I find myself more humiliated for the crowd; an undeserving 
people who do not know what it is they are doing but are, nonetheless, determined.

I am not unlike that crowd. We are not unlike that crowd. We demand answers and put God 
on trial as if he has something to prove to us. We live in disbelief; we doubt that God knows 
what he is doing and we question if he really is who he says he is. It’s not long until we make 
our own ignorant claims about who God is and what he is or isn’t doing. Our understanding 
of God is distorted and misguided by our sin just like the crowd mocking and beating Christ.

Amazingly the crowd, you and I, are the very people for whom Christ suffered. We spat upon 
and struck him; he remained silent. We called for his death and released a criminal; he cried 
out to his father for our pardon. We mocked and beat him; he took on our sin and brought us  
into relationship with God. In the midst of his suffering, he does not hide or turn away but 
actively gives himself up to death, knowing and fulfilling a greater redemptive plan. He is the 
Promised Sufferer. This is a fascinating love. This is an amazing Savior. 
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December 13th
Christ the Promised Sufferer

Power in the Classroom
Isaiah 50:6
I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not 
my face from disgrace and spitting.

Mark 14:16-20
And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters), and 
they called together the whole battalion. And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting 
together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of 
the Jews!” And they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling 
down in homage to him. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple 
cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him.

AS A HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER, I am constantly involved in power struggles with 
students despite my best efforts to avoid them. Asking a child to move his or her seat might 
seem like a simple instruction, but far too often such a request derails an entire class period 
and can permanently scar a relationship. In the classroom, I am hyper-aware of the power I 
believe I possess and obsess over how to maintain it, to never let anyone take it from me. I 
see this power as my lifeline and my comfort, something I can rely on in the toughest 
circumstances. Its loss would translate into a host of consequences, both externally in my 
classroom and internally in my spirit.

What Jesus exemplifies here, both in the prophesy that went ahead of Him and in His 
actions, is nothing like my pathetic attempts to maintain power over a group of 17 year-olds. 
Christ does not cling to His power as I do, but instead gives it up freely and is humiliated in 
ways I cannot imagine. Isaiah makes clear that Christ does not simply allow these evils to 
befall him; he chooses to give himself to those harming him. He foregoes his power and 
instead chooses rejection and suffering. He seeks out the punishment that He knows is 
coming, without any attempt at hiding or escaping. Such a passion for choosing such hurt…
this bears little resemblance to my feeble attempts to love my students, only to withdraw at 
the first sign of them rejecting me. Lord, let me live boldly and seek to love those around me 
with your love, not fearing pain or dismissal as a sign of failure, but instead rejoicing in it as a 
chance to emulate and serve my Savior.
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December 14th
Christ the Promised Sufferer

The Silent Savior
Isaiah 53:7-9
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.
By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?
And they made his grave with the wicked
and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.

Matthew 26:62-66
And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these 
men testify against you?” But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure 
you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You 
have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand 
of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his robes and 
said,“He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard 
his blasphemy. What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.”

IT IS RARE that the hero of the story saves the day by remaining silent.  There are few 
characters that quietly accept their fate as a means to victory (and most of them are 
allegorical Christ figures).  Rather, we remember the rousing speech, the call to arms, the 
defiant quippy one-liner that precedes the moment of truth.

Personally, as a talkative person, both in profession and personality, it is even harder to 
imagine silence and restraint as the bold and decisive action.  But some of Jesus’ most 
significant moments were not Red Letter statements, but rather stand in the spaces between 
the action: quietly, thoughtfully, prayerfully, silently.  The woman caught in adultery who is 
about to be stoned is ministered to by Jesus kneeling to the ground without a word and 
scribbling in the dust.  His pause is even more significant than the words.

It is a reminder that grace, the greatest of actions and the ultimate defeater of death and 
condemnation is not loud or showy:  It is the absence of a judgement, it is silent.  As we think 
of the advent, the story of Christ’s arrival on this world, it brings a new meaning to the lyric 
from “Oh Little Town of Bethlehem”:  How Silently, How Silently, the Wondrous Gift is Given, 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessing of his Heaven.
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December 15th
Christ the Promised Sufferer

The Sentence of the Silent Word
Isaiah 53:7-9
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.
By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?
And they made his grave with the wicked
and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.

Matthew 27:11-14
Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and 
elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they 
testify against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the 
governor was greatly amazed.

I HAVE AN ENDURING CHILDHOOD MEMORY: splayed on the faux-suede sofa in 
the corner of our wood-paneled basement, gratified in having earlier that day met the 
arduous requirements for completion of the first grade, I watched live with the whole nation 
as a white Ford Bronco cruised north on I-405. I knew nothing about the guy in the truck, 
except that he was named after a drink I liked. Not until years later, well after his criminal trial, 
did I realize he’d been a star athlete and a Hollywood mainstay. I knew him only as an 
accused murderer.
The ensuing drama of the next year largely informed my early understanding of how legal 
proceedings work. The defendant levied a squadron of high-profile attorneys. Star witnesses 
testified with much fanfare. Legal experts dominated the evening news as the world watched 
with rapt anticipation. This man would stop at nothing to defend his innocence.

In Matthew 27, we read of Jesus’ criminal trial, devoid of this type of pageantry or scrutiny. 
His arrest and conviction both occurred in a matter of hours, in the dead of night while most 
of his followers slept. Those presiding acted as unjustly as any corrupt lawyer or judge, 
desecrating both religious and state law in reaching a swift and mostly concealed verdict. 
Few watched; none intervened. The only witnesses were false witnesses.

Even so, he gave no answer. There was no defense, only offense. The one whom John called 
the Word remained silent. In love and compassion, our promised sufferer fulfilled the 
prophecy and came willingly to bear our sentence and punishment. This man would stop at 
nothing to save his people. Let us look toward the celebration of his birth with rapt 
anticipation. 

22



December 16th
Christ the Promised Sufferer

The Mystery of the Ages

Isaiah 53:10-11
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;
he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for guilt,
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
make many to be accounted righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.

Galatians 1:3-4
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and 
Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

ONE OF THE THINGS that sets Christianity apart from all other religions is God’s 
involvement in the problem of evil and suffering. Buddhism speaks of suffering ultimately as 
an illusion caused by desire (suffering is real). Hinduism speaks of suffering as fair, the 
product of karma (suffering is often unfair). Secularism provides no hope for life after death so 
suffering and pain are mostly meaningless and to be avoided at all costs (suffering is 
meaningful).

But in Christianity God is radically committed to ending suffering and evil once and for all, so 
much so that God planned from eternity past to kill his Jesus so that you and I would be free 
from the curse of death.

This is a profound mystery. How could God have made Jesus the plan all along? And how 
could all of the horrors of human suffering and death somehow be made up for in the death 
of one man? Could it be the case that real glory would be made even better for having 
overcome the death and darkness that threatened it? Could it be that God has somehow 
designed the eventual outcome of your life through all the pain and hardship to be even 
better than if you had not suffered at all? If Jesus’ life was the most significant human life ever 
lived and it was God’s plan for him to die to save you and me, maybe our lives are made 
more glorious, more meaningful, more beautiful not despite our suffering, but in large part 
because of it.
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December 17th
Christ the Promised Sufferer

The Sins of the Whole World

Isaiah 53:11
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
make many to be accounted righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.

1 John 2:1-3
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation 
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. And by this we 
know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.

MEDITATE FOR A MOMENT on that little phrase, the sins of the whole world. On first 
reading, maybe this passage sounds warm and fuzzy. We might say, “Oh, how nice and 
inclusive! Jesus came for everybody!” and go about our day feeling good about ourselves. 
But we can only read it this way if we don’t think too deeply about the implications.
	
The sins of the whole world include those of men who packed ships with african slaves as 
cargo. It includes the sins of nazis who systematically organized the murder of six million 
jewish people. It includes the sins of the jihadist beheading people in the Syrian desert right 
now, and those priests who molested all those children, and the people who knew about it 
and looked the other way, and countless other dark, horrific realities that should make your 
stomach churn.
	
This isn’t to suggest we’ll see Hitler in heaven, but that Jesus makes such a thing possible. 
There is no darkness too dark for him. He never hits a sin debt ceiling or sin credit card limit. 
	  
If you read a history book or a newspaper, it becomes outrageous, maybe even offensive that 
one man could possibly“bear their iniquities” when the weight of the world is so crushing. If 
I’m honest, I don’t really want everyone to be offered forgiveness, just the people who 
deserve it: people who were victims of bad circumstances, or people with “moderate”, 
pedestrian sins (like mine!).
	
When we rush into celebrating Christmas without considering the terrifying darkness Jesus 
came to rescue us from, we risk reducing it all to a felt board nativity scene, stirring up 
nostalgia but none of the awe, humility or wonder that we should experience. 
	
During this advent season, take some time to consider the depth of sin and sorrow in this 
world, so that when Christmas morning comes you can truly rejoice, and be surprised. 
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December 18th
Christ the Promised Sufferer

Suffering Jesus
Psalm 22:1-2
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning?
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer,
and by night, but I find no rest.

Matthew 27:45-50
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, 
said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with 
sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us 
see whether Elijah will come to save him.” And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and 
yielded up his spirit.

CHRISTMAS IS A TIME of great joy and celebration. We rejoice that the Son of God has 
come to earth. And we proclaim that the long-expected Messiah has finally arrived! These 
are great and wonderful truths, which rightfully elicit joy!

Except what if, at times, they don’t bring joy? What if December 25th rolls around and my 
sorrows and stresses don’t magically disappear? What if I would rather hide under my bed 
and whisper “Lord, help my unbelief” than joyfully “Go Tell it on the Mountain”? 

Sometimes I feel like as a Christian I need to muster up a joyful and positive attitude in the 
midst of doubt and pain to make sure everyone knows that despite difficulties, I still believe in 
God and trust in the power of the resurrection. But more often than not I find myself echoing 
these passages, asking, “God, why have you left me? Why are you not answering my cries 
and giving me relief from these tears?” I’m reminded by these verses that I am not alone in 
my doubts and struggles. 

Yes, Jesus conquered death to bring reconciliation and redemption to our brokenness. But 
he also suffered. He felt abandoned. He asked multiple times that he not have to endure the 
suffering (Matthew 26: 36-44). 

This Advent season, whether you find yourself fully embracing the joy of season, or walking in 
doubt, trust in the resurrected Jesus. Rejoice over the coming of the Messiah and the 
salvation he brings. But also find rest and comfort in the company of the suffering Jesus. He 
is well acquainted with our sorrows and grief. Our moments of doubt and weakness afford us 
the opportunity to know Him more fully.
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Isaiah 25:8-9
 He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 
earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our 
God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the Lord; we 
have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

Hosea 13:14
	 Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? 
	 	 Shall I redeem them from Death? 
	 O Death, where are your plagues? 
	 	 O Sheol, where is your sting? 
	 	 Compassion is hidden from my eyes.

1 Corinthians 15:50-56
 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell you a 
mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and 
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this 
perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must 
put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the 
mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is 
written:
 “Death is swallowed up in victory.”
 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”
	 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be 
to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
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December 19th
Christ the Promised Victor

Returned to the Shepherd

Isaiah 53:7-9
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led 
to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his 
mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who 
considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of 
my people? And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.

1 Peter 2:21-25
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds 
you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

IT’S RARE FOR A PHOTOGRAPH to move me to tears, but that's what happened 
when I came across the photo of Eduardo Ramos (the photo of Eduardo was taken by 
William Albert Allard, Puno, Peru, 1982). He is a young shepherd boy in Peru, standing at the 
edge of a road, silently sobbing. He is humble with mended clothes and pained eyes looking 
over his shoulder at the viewer.  Behind him are four dead sheep. Someone has just run over 
half of his flock, and thus half of his families' means to live. Sorrow seeps from this picture of 
a child who's life has just been hit by unjust circumstances.

This image reminds me of another, one of a sorrowful shepherd, a man of suffering and 
familiar with pain. He also lost his sheep, but unlike Eduardo, this shepherd must die for his 
sheep to get them back. He is afflicted, broken, yet he is silent as we look on.  

When the photo of Eduardo reached the public's eye in a National Geographic magazine, the 
public responded with an outpouring of financial donations. Not only were Eduardo's sheep 
replaced, but his village also received a water pump and tuition for it's schoolchildren. A new 
photo exists of Eduardo holding a sheep with a wide smile on his face.

Eduardo's was a happy ending and so is ours. Wounds are healed, sheep and souls are 
returned to their Shepherd and blessings pour out of that which is broken. Christ proves that.
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December 20th
Christ the Promised Victor

Our Conquering Representative

Isaiah 53:11
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
make many to be accounted righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.

Romans 5:18-19
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness 
leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man's disobedience the many 
were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.

THE LORD OFFERED ETERNAL LIFE to Adam as a reward for obedience. Listening to 
the mouth of the Lord would yield knowledge and righteousness. However, Adam and Eve 
turned against God. Yet despite their rebellion, he did not leave them in their iniquity, but 
rather made a way for reconciliation. He promised that someone later would represent them 
on their behalf, victorious in battle. That victor would crush the head of the serpent, but at 
great cost to himself (Genesis 3:1215).

In the passage from Isaiah, we see this promised victor more clearly: through obedient 
service he will be declared wise and upright, and through suffering will take away the sin of 
his people. Their iniquity will be no more. Thus Paul explains that God planned an intentional 
parallel between Adam and Christ. One is the man of the first order, the other of the new 
order. They are representatives of humanity. Just as Adam brought sin and condemnation by 
his disobedience, we see the second “Adam” –Jesus Christ– brings a much greater victory 
and redemption by his obedience and suffering. He is the one who obeyed and crushed the 
head of the serpent. He passed through death and was resurrected victorious.

We see that Christ is the representative whom God promised to Adam and Eve. Christ is the 
one who defeated Satan in the cross. Christ is our righteous victor, who takes away our sin 
and leads us home.
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December 21st
Christ the Promised Victor

Unshakeable Cornerstone

1 Peter 2:410
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands 
in Scripture:
 “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
 “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,”
and
 “A stone of stumbling,and a rock of offense.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

THE FOUNDATION is the most important part of a house. A house made of stone 
requires the right cornerstone for its base. A rock examined to be weak, porous, or suspect 
in any way would not be selected as a cornerstone, because it will cause the building's 
downfall. Every other stone depends on the integrity of the cornerstone. Its soundness 
determines the resilience of the refuge and shelter.

The Psalmist prophesied that God ordained that some new foundation would be laid for his 
people, and that the foundation would be laid –surprisingly– upon one rejected and ridiculed. 
Similarly, Isaiah sets forth two profound images: a rock used in building a temple sanctuary 
(where God's Spirit dwelt on earth, where priests would represent the people to atone for 
sin); and a rock that causes stumbling and frustration. Peter explains that the two prophets 
are talking about the same thing: they describe Christ.

Israel was building on the wrong foundation. They had been trying to justify themselves by 
external acts and superficial obedience, but they neglected mercy and humility. When Jesus 
came in humility and full of grace to live among men, the people rejected him – he had no 
place in their futile building project. Yet it is upon humility and grace that God is building his 
dwelling place. The stone the builders rejected for their quaking house has become the 
foundation for God's unshakable living temple – the Church. What are you building upon?
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Isaiah 8:1315
But the Lord of hosts, him you shall honor 
as holy. Let him be your fear, and let him be 
your dread. And he will become a sanctuary 
and a stone of offense and a rock of 
stumbling to both houses of Israel, a trap 
and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
And many shall stumble on it. They shall fall

 and be broken; they shall be snared and 
taken.

Psalm 118:22
 The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the cornerstone. This is the Lord’s 
doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.



December 22nd
Christ the Promised Victor

Our Brother, Who Art in Heaven

Psalm 22:22-23
I will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:
You who fear the Lord, praise him!
All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him,
and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!

Isaiah 8:16-18
Bind up the testimony; seal the teaching among my disciples. I will wait for the Lord, who is 
hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him. Behold, I and the children 
whom the Lord has given me are signs and portents in Israel from the Lord of hosts, who 
dwells on Mount Zion.

Hebrews 2:10-13
For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 
glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. For he who 
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to 
call them brothers, saying,
 “I will tell of your name to my brothers;
 in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”
And again,
 “I will put my trust in him.”
And again,
 “Behold, I and the children God has given me.”

ONE OF THE AMAZING THINGS about the Christian life is that we are called “children 
of God.”  As these passages indicate, if we are sons of God, then we are brothers and 
sisters to Jesus. The emphasis the author of Hebrews is placing in his sermon here is on 
Christ’s relationship to us: his brothers and sisters of the same Father. Because Jesus came 
into the world as a human being, he is one of us. He’s our flesh and blood.

But the author of Hebrews just doesn’t leave it there, to say that Jesus is our brother. He 
says that Jesus is not ashamed to call us brothers! If I were honest, I’d say I was pretty 
ashamed about some fellow Christians, and wouldn’t really want to call them my sibling. 
However, Jesus isn’t ashamed at all, in fact he calls us more and more to follow our Father. 
Am I worthy to be called Jesus’ brother? If I were honest again, probably not. But Jesus is 
not ashamed of me, and he calls me more and more to the Father.
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December 23rd
Christ the Promised Victor

The Power of Death
Genesis 3:14-15
The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the 
field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

Hebrews 2:14-18
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. For 
surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. Therefore he had 
to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful 
high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because 
he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

WHEN I FIRST SIGNED UP to write this advent devotional, I had no idea that my 
grandmother would pass away just days later. Death has suddenly become very personal. 
Where is Christ’s victory in the face of cancer, tears and funeral arrangements? 

Everyone has encountered death in some degree on this earth, and many of us have 
encountered death very closely through dear loved ones who have been ripped away from 
us. Death is horrible. We know that it is very, very wrong.

Today we remember that death was brought into our world through man’s sin. My 
grandmother’s death is directly related to the first sin of humanity in the Garden of Eden. Yet 
in that dark hour in the Garden after Adam and Eve succumbed to the temptations of the 
devil, death was not allowed to have the final word. Even as God pronounced punishment on 
the serpent, he gave the first promise of a Redeemer who would conquer death.

The comfort from these passages is that God hates death even more than we do. God hated 
death so much that he actually subjected himself to the grave for three days in order that he 
might rise again, triumphant over the devil, having vanquished forever the power of death. 
Christ did not battle with death merely to gain victory over an evil force - he conquered death 
in order to free us, his people. This is why we celebrate God taking on human flesh this 
Advent: Christ became like us in every way so that he could truly save us. 

Christ has already secured our salvation, but all the full effects of this salvation are not yet 
realized. Loved ones still die, and we still mourn. But in the midst of our mourning we can 
rest in the knowledge that our own precious Savior is far more powerful than death and all of 
its evils. He emerged from the grave victorious and will one day wipe away every tear from 
our eyes.
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December 24th
Christ the Promised Victor

Our High Priest

Psalm 110:4
The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, 
“You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.”

Hebrews 5:5-10
So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who 
said to him,
 “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”;
as he says also in another place,
 “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications,with loud cries and tears, to 
him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 
Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. And being made 
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, being designated by 
God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.

EVEN SINCE I WAS A CHILD I’ve loved stories of rise and fall. Whether I’m studying 
history (e.g. the rise and fall of the Roman Empire), watching sports (e.g. the rise and fall of 
dynasties like the Bulls or the Yankees), or reading a book (e.g. the rise and fall of the two 
sons of Adam and daughters of Eve in the Narnia series), I’m attracted to these stories 
because I like seeing the torch being passed from one era to the next. Despite feeling sad at 
the fall, it’s inspiring that something rises to take its place, and that is a great context for 
thinking about Jesus as our high priest. 

Melchizedek is a weird story from Abraham’s life that isn’t told very often. Early in the story of 
Abraham, he is traveling with his nephew Lot. As their livestock become too numerous to 
feed off of the same land, they split ways. After some time, war breaks out among competing 
city-states near where Lot is living. In the aftermath, the victors pillage the cities of the 
defeated and carry off Abraham’s nephew with them. Abraham learns of this, pursues them, 
defeats them, and brings back to his home his nephew and the plunder from his captors. 
After his return, Melchizedek, king of Salem, goes to Abraham and blesses him. Melchizedek 
is referred to as a priest of God Most High. 

We are told in Hebrews 5 that Jesus is a “high priest after the order of Melchizedek.” There 
are at least of couple of theories for explaining Melchizedek and his connection to Jesus, but 
my favorite goes back to rise and fall. Humankind has always and will always need an 
intercessor between itself and its creator. Our first was Adam. He walked and talked with 
God face-to-face. He fell. Another was Noah, who was chosen by God to save us from a 
flood. He fell. Eventually, Aaron and his descendants would take up the formal role of 
interceding between God and his people as high priest. Every time a high priest falls, another 
steps into the role. The reason is because we can’t approach God without an intercessor. As 
far back as Melchizedek and his random blessing of Abraham on an ancient battlefield, God 
has ensured that there is an intercessor between himself and us. One of history’s stories is 
for a perpetual line of High Priests who rise and fall. Even before his birth, Jesus was 
appointed by God to rise into the place of our great High Priest. It is a place from which he 
will never fall. Our intercessor before God is perfect and our relationship is forever restored, 
and tomorrow we celebrate his wonderful birth. 
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December 25th
Christ the Promised Victor

Christ the Victor over Death
Isaiah 25:8-9
He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and 
the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will 
be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 
This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

Hosea 13:14
Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? Shall I redeem them from Death? O Death, 
where are your plagues? O Sheol, where is your sting? Compassion is hidden from my eyes.

1 Corinthians 15:54-56
When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall 
come to pass the saying that is written:
 “Death is swallowed up in victory.”
 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

IF YOU’RE STILL READING THIS ADVENT DEVOTIONAL ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 
it may be in the morning, prior to a raucous family gift opening, or in the spaces between 
with your belly full of plum pudding, or after you tuck your children into bed for the night and 
settle with a mug of something warm and cozy. It is likely a solitary quiet moment.  

Let these words from Scripture interrupt that time with a RESOUNDING SHOUT and 
VICTORIOUS HOLLER: “Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered.”  Yell it! Sing it 
Believe it!

We’re all headed toward physical death. We’ve all lost family & friends to our great enemy.  
We mourn. We hate Death. We hate her with a thousand loathings and righteously rage 
against the last vestiges of control she has over our physical bodies.  

But in this small (and enormously huge) act of Jesus Christ coming to Earth as a child, an 
incredibly tiny infant, born of a human woman, in a forgotten hamlet in the middle East, 
Death was swallowed up, destroyed, obliterated, rendered powerless, and defeated. This of 
all moments, of all days, is not a time to let the humdrum of life, or even the busyness of a 
special holiday event mute or drown out the volume.  

I, You, We are a part of creation. Let us join with all of creation, with the heavenly hosts, with 
the saints from every generation in confidently proclaiming that our expectation has come to 
fruition, that our Lord, our Savior, our Brother, has arrived and in so doing, has ended our 
war.  

“It is finished.”
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