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This devotional book is a product of the thoughts and meditations of members of liberti 
Church Fairmount. We have taken time while writing these past weeks to reflect on the Word of 
God, and His promises concerning the coming of His Son, Jesus. Our thoughts are not meant to 
be theological commentaries, but merely reflections on these passages. We invite you now to 
meditate with us on the transforming reality of His Advent among us. May your hearts and prayers 
be directed towards our Savior and King this Advent Season, as you reflect on the truths contained 
in this book.
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Sunday / Week One

An Invitation
Isaiah 1:1-18
...16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
     remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil,
17  learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression;
 bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.
18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord:
 though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
 though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.

Two summers ago I had the privilege of visiting an orphan medical center in China. I was
pretty sure I was there to hug some cute babies and figure out how to sneak one home in my 
suitcase. But in all seriousness, I knew the Lord had commanded several times to “look after 
orphans and widows” (James 1.27) and “defend the cause of the fatherless” (Isaiah 1.17). So I went, 
determined to figure out exactly how I could do that.

However, instead of coming up with a clear plan of how I could rescue and heal all those children, 
my eyes were opened to the reality that I was completely inadequate to make any kind of difference 
in the lives of the world’s 147 million orphans. I’ve since realized that, had I come home with an 
organized plan, I would have relied on myself and completely missed my need for a savior.

Serving orphans in China wasn’t fulfilling a command. It was answering an invitation—an 
invitation to live free from the fatigue that comes from striving with my own strength and to 
instead rest in complete dependence on Christ’s strength.

Isaiah 1 is a reminder of this invitation. The people of Israel were striving to maintain favor with 
God through their sacrifices, festivals and prayers. God simply wanted his children to stop striving. 
He knew that if they entered the world of the hurting and oppressed around them, they would be 
reminded not only of their inadequacies, but also of His perfect love and strength, which he offers 
freely to us all.

Consider this Advent season, as you live in hopeful expectation of Christ’s coming, how you might 
live free of your strivings and rest in complete dependence on the strength of our Savior.
        

Prayer of the Week:  Heavenly Father, as we enter this season of anticipation, may an 
increasing eagerness for the presence and person of Christ course through our lives. Now, 
sustain the joy in our hearts that comes from Jesus. Grant that many may observe through our 
lives that hope has entered into our despair, light into our darkness, love into our emptiness. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.
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Monday / Week One

The Multitude on the Mountain
Isaiah 2:1-4
1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills;
and all the nations shall flow to it, 3 and many peoples shall come, and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.

My old church used to celebrate with a community potluck. People would bring foods from 
their cultures, ranging the gamut from Puerto Rican to Chinese. People from every area of life, 
young and old, lawyer and handyman, black and white and brown and yellow would eat side by 
side. The Pentecost passage would be read, each sentence in a different language. It was an 
astonishing picture of the way Jesus has abolished in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility between 
the nations (Ephesians 2:14).

One of the most moving pictures of the kingdom of God for me is the magnificent multitude 
gathered together in Revelation 7:9-12 to worship the Father and the Son. It is a beautiful 
fulfillment of what is promised here, a day when all peoples will worship together on the mountain 
of the Lord. It reminds us of how Jesus comes not only to reconcile our broken relationship to 
God, but to reconcile us to one another—individual to individual, people to people.

We live in a broken world, as a broken church. But this broken church is being used to gather 
broken peoples together to be restored by a Savior who was broken for us. And one day, those of us 
who have been restored will be a part of that magnificent multitude worshipping the Messiah on 
that mountaintop!

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, as we enter this season of anticipation, may an increasing eagerness
for the presence and person of Christ course through our lives. Now, sustain the joy in our 
hearts that comes from Jesus. Grant that many may observe through our lives that hope has 
entered into our despair, light into our darkness, love into our emptiness. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.
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Tuesday / Week One

God With Us
Isaiah 7:14-15
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good.

In high school I was lucky enough to play on the basketball team alongside my buddy Dan, who 
was widely regarded as the best player the school had ever had. In his senior year Dan badly 
sprained his ankle and missed five games. We struggled without our leader. During practice he 
stood on the sidelines with crutches, and during games he sat on the bench wearing a shirt and tie. 
He was with us, but he wasn’t with us. We waited with impatient expectation for his uncertain 
recovery.

In Dan’s first game back, I remember hearing him yell out some defensive instructions. 
Instinctively, I looked over toward the bench where I had grown accustomed to seeing him. But he 
wasn’t there. He was stationed under the basket ready to compete—not in a shirt and tie, but in a 
green and white jersey like the rest of us. Before that moment I understood intuitively that he was 
playing again, but I didn’t know it until I experienced his presence on the court. He was with us 
again.

“Immanuel? God with us? He used to speak to his people, through a burning bush or through 
dreams and visions. But I can’t help feeling like he’s far off, on the sidelines, outside our realm of 
existence.”

This is how the Israelites might have reacted to the prophet’s words in a time of such political 
turmoil and national uncertainty. And this is how we’re often tempted to react to these words now. 
But we read on. We read about how Jesus joined us here, dressed like us, ate like us, thought like 
us, chose between good and evil like us. Let us know that he came to us—that he was with us, is 
with us, and  will be with us again.
        

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, as we enter this season of anticipation, may an increasing eagerness 
for the presence and person of Christ course through our lives. Now, sustain the joy in our 
hearts that comes from Jesus. Grant that many may observe through our lives that hope has 
entered into our despair, light into our darkness, love into our emptiness. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.
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Wednesday / Week One

Come Thou Dayspring
Isaiah 9:1-7
1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land 
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
2  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.
... 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
    to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness
    from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Back when I lived on 30th street, I had an elderly neighbor named Mary, whom I still 
occasionally see in passing.  She is in her late 80's, full of smiles and humor, yet every year when 
autumn comes, she changes.  As she chats on her stoop, her wrinkled smile fades into a distant 
sadness as she recounts the deaths of her husband and mother. Throughout fall and into winter, 
every encounter with Mary is a retelling of the passing of her loved ones.  Having happened many 
years ago around the same season, these deaths are still as real to Mary as though they had 
happened yesterday.  She relives these same shadows every year.  But I recall seeing Mary each 
Sunday standing on her stoop in pristine attire, patiently waiting for her ride to church. She never 
seemed to let this sadness keep her from her daily routine, and slowly Spring's arrival would bring 
back Mary's smile and humor.

Each of us have walked through, or will one day encounter, our own shadows of death, but we 
shouldn't allow this to break us.  Let's allow it to break into us where God can enter and reveal his 
great light, a light that conquers death itself.  Let the warmth of Mary's Spring be the dawn of each 
new day.  Here there is nothing left to do but rejoice.  "For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given."

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, as we enter this season of anticipation, may an increasing eagerness
for the presence and person of Christ course through our lives. Now, sustain the joy in our 
hearts that comes from Jesus. Grant that many may observe through our lives that hope has 
entered into our despair, light into our darkness, love into our emptiness. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.
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Thursday / Week One

Already, But Not Yet
Isaiah 11:1-9
...  6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
    and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
    and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze;
    their young shall lie down together;
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
    and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.
9 They shall not hurt or destroy
    in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
    as the waters cover the sea.

Much of the Christian life is governed by the idea of the “already, but not yet.” Christ has 
already come to earth and paid the penalty for our sin, but the good news of his death has not yet 
reached the ends of the earth. Christ has already made us white as snow, but we are not yet 
completely free from sin.

The Advent season is a time for us to reflect on the light of Christ breaking through darkness. 
Isaiah saw this light from a distance when he prophesied that the Spirit of the LORD would rest 
on His Servant. We come together to celebrate the reality of this light, which has already been 
revealed in our dark world, and yet we eagerly, jealously yearn for the day which has not yet come— 
when the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, when the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and 
when the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

One day, the light of Christ’s coming, which now shines broken through a veil, will break through 
the darkness and blind us with a magnificence greater than the sun. Yearn for that day as you 
rejoice in the knowledge of the LORD which is already yours in Christ Jesus.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, as we enter this season of anticipation, may an increasing eagerness
for the presence and person of Christ course through our lives. Now, sustain the joy in our 
hearts that comes from Jesus. Grant that many may observe through our lives that hope has 
entered into our despair, light into our darkness, love into our emptiness. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.
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Friday / Week One

The Feaster
Isaiah 25:6-9
(Focus Question:  What does this passage say about waiting?  About hope for the Kingdom?)
6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
    of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
7 And he will swallow up on this mountain
    the covering that is cast over all peoples,
    the veil that is spread over all nations.
8 He will swallow up death forever;
    and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces,
    and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
    for the Lord has spoken.
9 It will be said on that day,
    “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.
    This is the Lord; we have waited for him;
    let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

I was born on a path to death, as nothing more than food for a hungry god.  Sheol awaits my 
arrival on a mountaintop grave, its mouth stretched open and towering into the sky, eager to 
swallow my body and soul.1  Each day my limbs, with minds apart from my own, climb me toward 
its black mouth and bare teeth, and I submit myself to this inevitable end with dread and 
resignation. 

As I crawl, I see the mountain itself open up before me, as a mouth wider than the horizon.  It 
climbs into the sky, higher and higher until it is beyond sight, and devours Sheol whole.  The 
mountain now stands above me, and on it sits a table of bread and wine.  Abraham and his 
children gather around it.  My limbs are now guided toward that table, and soon I shall join with 
those who have walked this path before.

My God swallows whole the great swallower.  I the eaten have become he who feasts.   My body 
and soul shall never be devoured, but will sit at the table of my Lord forever. 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, as we enter this season of anticipation, may an increasing eagerness
for the presence and person of Christ course through our lives. Now, sustain the joy in our 
hearts that comes from Jesus. Grant that many may observe through our lives that hope has 
entered into our despair, light into our darkness, love into our emptiness. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.
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Saturday / Week One

Comfort and Change
Isaiah 40:1-5
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
    and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
    that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the Lord's hand
    double for all her sins.
3 A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,
    and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
    and the rough places a plain.
5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
    and all flesh shall see it together,
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

God’s coming upsets things. The low are made high. Rugged places are smoothed out. 
Mountains are leveled. Just as God’s spoken word forged the cosmos from nothingness, so God’s 
voice calling from the wilderness speaks of changes to come. Change is not always welcome. Often, 
even when I know that change needs to happen, that it is a good thing, I still fight against it.

Yet this passage does not start with toppling the standard order of things. Rather, we are first 
comforted. No longer will our sins be held against us. No longer must we pay the debt we rack up 
day in and day out. Yet in order for that debt to be paid, something has to change. God must look 
on another, rather than us, for the payment of our debt. God, in all of his glory and power, must 
become a man, lowly and humble. God’s coming will make the least of us great, great enough to be 
called children of God. So take comfort and prepare for a change.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, as we enter this season of anticipation, may an increasing eagerness
for the presence and person of Christ course through our lives. Now, sustain the joy in our 
hearts that comes from Jesus. Grant that many may observe through our lives that hope has 
entered into our despair, light into our darkness, love into our emptiness. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.
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Every valley shall be lifted up,
 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level,
    and the rough places a plain.   Isaiah 40:4

"As My Mountain Turns"
Pen on paper
Laura Sallade
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Sunday / Week Two

John Prepares the Way
Mark 1:1-8
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
 “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way,
 3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”
4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt 
around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you 
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

It's not our preference to be the opening band or to play second violin. In a coursed meal, the 
salad is rarely everyone's favorite. We naturally want to be noticed, payed attention to. There's 
something about us that hungers to be first priority, front and center. We are hungry for our own 
glory. But can a life lived for its own sake be one that accomplishes anything truly worthwhile?

The life of John the Baptist makes a stark case for a healthy suspicion about our natural 
inclinations. His life was fundamentally about something other than himself. We know little of his 
personal history or previous whereabouts (he "appeared in the wilderness"). The Scriptures are 
sparse in their detail. What is striking about John's life is that his outward wildness (camel hair 
clothes, diet of locusts and honey) was matched by a profound inner submission to a will other 
than his own. John's whole life was about someone else's life. John's words were about someone 
else's words. John's purpose was to make preparations for the arrival of God in human form to the 
human race. John knew that this purpose was worth his life, even at great, painful cost (John was 
imprisoned and beheaded at King Herod's request).

What are the acts of obedience in your life that would 'make a way' for Christ to enter more fully 
into the lives of other people? What would it look like to use your life (your relational capital,  
vocation, financial resources, discretionary time, ambitions) to 'make a way' for God's arrival into 
the lives of others? What 'wildernesses' might God be asking you to enter for this purpose that 
you're reluctant to enter? Ask yourself, "how will I be marked as one who has 'made a way' for God 
to come nearer to my neighbors and friends?"

Prayer of the Week: Heavenly Father, we were walking in darkness, but now have seen a 
great light; we were living in the land of the shadow, but a great light has dawned.  Jesus Christ 
is the Light of the world—the true Light, who gives light to every man.  And because we have 
received Him and believed in His name, He has given us power to become children of God.  
And now nothing shall ever separate us from the love of God through Christ Jesus.  To Him 
alone, we give glory, honor and praise. Amen.

page 12



Monday / Week Two

Before Us
John 1:1-5
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.

Each time I’ve come to this passage, my first impulse has been to read it again. One read is not 
enough to take in the beauty of John’s words, repeated, expanded, folded back on one another, 
straining to tell the mystery and loveliness of Jesus.

This grand opening, with echoes of Genesis, communicates to us in no simple terms who this Jesus 
is. He is the Word, the active, declarative person of the Lord, mysteriously with and mysteriously 
being God. This Word is no afterthought, invented to fix the mess that the world had become; he 
is the first thought.

It is easy for me to remember that Jesus is our Savior, but my sinful self often takes that truth and 
turns it into a functional view of Christ. I begin to think that Jesus exists so that I might live. He 
exists not for us but before us-—before us in history, before us in glory, before us in purpose. 

So read John’s words again. Ask that the Word, the firstborn of all creation, the light and life, 
might be always before our eyes.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we were walking in darkness, but now have seen a great light; we 
were living in the land of the shadow, but a great light has dawned.  Jesus Christ is the Light of 
the world—the true Light, who gives light to every man.  And because we have received Him and 
believed in His name, He has given us power to become children of God.  And now nothing 
shall ever separate us from the love of God through Christ Jesus.  To Him alone, we give glory, 
honor and praise. Amen.
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Tuesday / Week Two

True Light
John 1:6-9
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.  
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.

We think of the opposite of true as being false. This passage in John 1 states that Jesus is the 
True Light. John the Baptist wasn’t the false light, however; he was simply the light switch that 
turned on the light. Think, the save-the-date before the invitation, or the smell of the Christmas 
cookies before the taste of them. Jesus is coming, said John.

Ordinary light is elevated to a superior status in this text with the deliberate placement of one 
adjective: true, before the noun, light, in verse 9. In other words—nothing you’ve ever heard or seen 
before compares to what Jesus, The True Light, will bring.

This kind of illumination isn’t simply showing us the way, but creating the way. Did we know we 
needed light? C.S. Lewis wrote: “If there was no light in the universe and therefore no creatures 
with eyes, we should never know it was dark.” This light exposes who we are as creatures in 
darkness. It enlightens us. And it found us.

“The true light, which enlightens everyone was coming into the world.” As an added promise, John 
tells us this true light isn’t just for a select few people, but for all who were ever born and capable 
of believing!

Like John, may we be witnesses of true light this advent season. When we spot it—the hope, the 
love, the joy, the peace—may we be forerunners who enlighten others with the greatest news that 
this world has ever known. Jesus, The True Light, came once as a baby and promises to come again 
as king.  Jesus is coming.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we were walking in darkness, but now have seen a great light; we 
were living in the land of the shadow, but a great light has dawned.  Jesus Christ is the Light of 
the world—the true Light, who gives light to every man.  And because we have received Him and 
believed in His name, He has given us power to become children of God.  And now nothing 
shall ever separate us from the love of God through Christ Jesus.  To Him alone, we give glory, 
honor and praise. Amen.
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Wednesday / Week Two

The Master Came
John 1:10-13
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to 
his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God.
    

The Master came unto his own and was not known or recognized.  The Father came to his 
children and was driven out of the house his hands had made by those whose very lives were his 
gifts.  The Master Craftsman, who shaped the clay, was hated by it as it ran away.  The injustice is 
overwhelming.

Imagine if a man became an ant and crawled among them, in order to save the colony from 
calamity. He became their brother, his father their father, and gave them the promise of being 
made men in time.  But he was kicked and beaten by them, and he suffered and died willingly, that 
the colony might have life; and not just life, but an abundance of it.2 

As the ants rejected their human savior, so we, with all these offerings extended, rejected God’s 
kindness and spat upon the hand of him who was sent to mend our brokenness.  How could such 
hard hearts as these, as ours, as mine, have ever chosen life?  We, who killed our Father’s son?  It is 
by the Father’s choice alone that we could come and experience a better, second birth through 
Him who, staked at the anthill’s peak, said “Forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we were walking in darkness, but now have seen a great light; we 
were living in the land of the shadow, but a great light has dawned.  Jesus Christ is the Light of 
the world—the true Light, who gives light to every man.  And because we have received Him and 
believed in His name, He has given us power to become children of God.  And now nothing 
shall ever separate us from the love of God through Christ Jesus.  To Him alone, we give glory, 
honor and praise. Amen.
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Thursday / Week Two

Glory
John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.

God created with a word. There was no creation without His Word. Heavens, Earth, light, 
darkness, waters, dry land, vegetation, sun, moon, stars, creatures, beasts, man—all were created 
with His Word. “And God said...and God said...and God said...” Then the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us. And we saw it. We witnessed His glory.

What does that glory mean? What does glory “as of the only Son from the Father” mean? This is 
glory we cannot fathom. This is the glory of perfection. The very Son who was in perfect union 
with the Father and Spirit in creation came down and dwelt among us. As some have said, he 
“moved into the neighborhood.” And it was glorious, full of grace and truth.

There are no words to describe that kind of glory. The simplicity of John's words are so deceiving. 
This is not a simple concept. And yet it's true. It's real. Perfection descended to imperfection. 
Those who saw it and believed it knew that it was glorious.

There is only One who holds this glory. There is only one Son from the Father. And He is 
glorious.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we were walking in darkness, but now have seen a great light; we 
were living in the land of the shadow, but a great light has dawned.  Jesus Christ is the Light of 
the world—the true Light, who gives light to every man.  And because we have received Him and 
believed in His name, He has given us power to become children of God.  And now nothing 
shall ever separate us from the love of God through Christ Jesus.  To Him alone, we give glory, 
honor and praise. Amen.
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Friday / Week Two

Thou Shalt 
John 1: 15 -18 
15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who 
comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace 
in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest 
relationship with the Father, has made him known.

It is often easy to think of the law as something bad. “Thou shall not” seems so negative. And 
yet God gave the law to Moses in order to give grace to his people—it was through the law and 
covenant that God's people had the chance for grace and forgiveness. However, this first covenant 
was not the final answer and required ceaseless blood sacrifice.

With the coming of Jesus Christ, we do not get a replacement of the law; rather we get the 
fulfillment of the law. We’re the beneficiaries of a sacrifice which covers the whole of creation's sin, 
from the bite of the apple in Eden to the sins of tomorrow. And more than that—not only do we 
receive this grace in place of another grace, but we now have a relationship with God, a relationship 
in which the great creator, King of this amazing cosmos, calls us children. The “Thou shalt not” 
has turned to “Thou shalt.” May we worship throughout this season in the grace and freedom that 
has been given to us through the coming of our perfect Savior.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we were walking in darkness, but now have seen a great light; we 
were living in the land of the shadow, but a great light has dawned.  Jesus Christ is the Light of 
the world—the true Light, who gives light to every man.  And because we have received Him and 
believed in His name, He has given us power to become children of God.  And now nothing 
shall ever separate us from the love of God through Christ Jesus.  To Him alone, we give glory, 
honor and praise. Amen.
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Saturday / Week Two

Love Unknown
John 3:16-21
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the 
judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their 
works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his 
works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 
his works have been carried out in God.”

Each year, I am struck by different aspects of the Advent story.  This year, my wonder is at the 
most basic level it has ever been:  Why, I wonder, would God even bother to send his Son to earth?  
Never mind the miracles of the virgin birth, the prophecies, the angels and shepherds, or John the 
Baptist’s story.  Why would God even want to write such a story?  John 3:16 gives me a very simple 
answer:  because he loves us.  He loves me.  He loves you.

My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me;
Love to the loveless shown, That they might lovely be.
O who am I, that for my sake
My Lord should take, frail flesh and die?3

In the deepest part of my heart, I confess, God’s love feels unknown to me.  I don’t understand it.  I 
certainly don’t deserve it.  And all the love that I have ever experienced for another person is 
revealed as a mere shadow of this true love, tainted by the sinful state of my heart.

I do know that this love, though incomprehensible, is real.  And while I cannot explain or 
understand it, my heart turns toward God in worship, because he is love, and he sent that love to 
us in the person of Jesus.  May your heart know that love in a fresh way today as you meditate on 
the mystery of his love made known to us.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we were walking in darkness, but now have seen a great light; we 
were living in the land of the shadow, but a great light has dawned.  Jesus Christ is the Light of 
the world—the true Light, who gives light to every man.  And because we have received Him and 
believed in His name, He has given us power to become children of God.  And now nothing 
shall ever separate us from the love of God through Christ Jesus.  To Him alone, we give glory, 
honor and praise. Amen.
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2 Idea derived from Nate Wilson’s “Notes from the Tilt-A-Whirl”.

3 *“My Song is Love Unknown,” public domain, Samuel Crossman, 1664.  Listen to it at  
quarrystreethymnal.bandcamp.com



Sunday / Week Three

An Eternal Kingdom
2 Samuel 7:8-16
8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have been with you 
wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, 
like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant 
them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them 
no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest 
from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 12 When your 
days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come 
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish 
the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits 
iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love 
will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house and 
your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’”

Kingdoms rise and kingdoms fall. Spend any time reading the Old Testament, and you’ll find 
that much of the Bible speaks of the failures of Israel’s kings to obey the true King of Kings. Even 
with the most righteous king, Israel was unable to establish a throne that would last forever.

It’s easy to feel that the promise made to David has yet to be fulfilled. When you reflect on the war, 
poverty, political strife, and evil rampant all across the world, it’s easy to throw up our arms in 
surrender and ask, “Where are you, God?”

God establishes his kingdom in surprising ways. He established David’s kingdom by choosing a 
shepherd boy to be a king, and He established the kingdom of His Son through His birth in a 
manger. The holidays can be a time when the kingdoms of our lives seem to be crumbling all 
around us. With holiday shopping, visiting family, and traveling, it’s too easy to forget that this 
season is about celebrating the arrival of our eternal King. 

Spend some time amidst the busyness of this season to reflect on the reality of Christ’s kingdom, 
which has come and which reigns now and forever. Pray that the kingdoms of your life would 
submit to the one true King.

Prayer of the Week: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and 
forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Monday / Week Three

Inexplicable Mercy
Jeremiah 30:21-22
21 Their prince shall be one of themselves;
    their ruler shall come out from their midst;
I will make him draw near, and he shall approach me,
    for who would dare of himself to approach me?
declares the Lord.
22 And you shall be my people,
    and I will be your God.”

Jeremiah watched his people being dragged into exile;
     The people had forsaken God one too many times.
Israel’s leaders had led the people away from God, and
God, it seemed, had finally had enough.
God, not the Babylonians, was driving his people into exile.
The Israelites knew they had sinned, but where was God's mercy?
In the midst of the devastation, God gave hope to his people through Jeremiah.
God was driving them into exile, but it would not be permanent.
God would bring them back.
God would overthrow the same enemy that he was using to exile them.
God would give them a leader who would lead them toward Himself.
They were still his people, and he was still their God.
In exile, God's people lived in a place between promise and fulfillment; 
A place not unlike our lives in Philadelphia.
God’s people deserved a permanent exile, but he promised them a return.
God promises his people mercy for reasons that are inexplicable.
God promises his people mercy through means that are yet unseen. 
During this celebration of Advent, let us turn to him in thanks for his faithfulness.

Prayer: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that 
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Tuesday / Week Three

Enduring Promises
Jeremiah 33:14-16
14 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 
David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved, and 
Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’

Promises are only as good as those who make them.  We’ve all been promised things in our lives 
and failed to receive them, no matter how well-intentioned they were.  However, our God does not 
make light promises.  His promises are heavy as lead, more enduring than mountains, and more 
faithful than the rising sun.  

In Genesis 49:10, when Joseph blessed his sons, he prophesied to Judah that the scepter would not 
pass from the tribe until it “comes to him to whom it belongs” (this being Christ).  Several 
hundred years later, David, son of Jesse, of the tribe of Judah, rose to the throne and was promised 
by God that his kingdom would be eternally established.  This was not flowery language or 
ceremonial exaggeration, but something which the Lord carried out to the letter.  Solomon, 
David’s son, was succeeded by Reheboam, who, through his harsh rule, caused the splitting of the 
nation of Israel.  However, instead of there being a complete political coup, God caused the tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin to remain faithful to David’s line, even through a succession of good and 
evil kings.  The royal lineage of David continued until the Babylonian Exile, and after Israel’s 
return to Jerusalem, it was governors of Davidic heritage who were appointed to rule the people.  
Hundreds of years later, Jesus of Nazareth was born a descendent of David, of the tribe of Judah.

Never did the scepter depart from David’s line, no matter how false and traitorous that line was, 
until it came to Christ—the rightful owner, the true vine, sprung from the ancient root.  And now, 
through Christ—the lion of Judah—the new Israel is made secure and we are a part of it through 
the circumcision of our hearts.  The new Jerusalem awaits in heaven and its name is truly fulfilled 
in its meaning,“The Lord is our righteousness,” for God has kept His promises to His people.  
How then can we fear in times of trouble, knowing what God has done already to ensure that His 
church will never perish from the earth?

Prayer: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that 
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Wednesday / Week Three

A Promised Ruler from Bethlehem
Micah 5:2-5a
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore 
he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall 
return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of 
the earth. 5 And he shall be their peace.

The 17th century English minister Matthew Henry, in his Old Testament Commentary, says of 
this prophecy from Micah 5 that it is "perhaps, the most important single prophecy in the Old 
Testament." Why? Henry goes on to say that all of the primary benefits of Jesus' Incarnation are 
summarized in this passage. The promises made to Israel as a nation are the promises made to us 
as God's people in Christ. 

First, the passage speaks of Christ as our Priest, one who will bring peace to us through his 
intercession on our behalf. The violence and oppression that Israel was experiencing as a nation 
parallels the turmoil of our own lives as we live within the darkness of a broken and corrupted 
world. There is an indelibly rough edge that runs through all of life, a consistent sense that things 
are not as they should be. The longings of our hearts are frustrated by the reality of our 
circumstances. Yet God has accomplished our peace because Jesus interceded for us, he bore the 
wrath poured out for our sins. Sin costs us our life. And Jesus paid that "price" by dying instead of 
us. He suffered the razor's edge of death. He was born to die that "men no more may die". He 
made an atonement for us that only he could make. He reconciled us to God, who is the source of 
all true and lasting peace.

Second, Jesus is our true King. All other kings fail us, whether it be the disappointments of 
political officials or bad bosses, or the inability of relationships, career, pleasure, or financial 
wealth (the "kings" of our hearts) to provide us with true security and joy. God promises the 
ultimate restoration of Israel and also the ultimate fulfillment of the longings of our hearts in the 
Shepherd-Kingship of Christ. Though we may feel crushed by the circumstances of our lives, Jesus 
is our King, and he will always give us help until he fully delivers us from all bondage to sin and 
death. This peace is ours in Christ, and one day it will come to its full fruition, reaching "to the 
ends of the earth". Until that day, let's put our hope in the only King who cannot fail us.

Prayer: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that 
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Thursday / Week Three

Songs of the King
Zephaniah 3:14-17
14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!
15 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil.
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion;  let not your hands grow weak.
17 The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.

Does it the change the way I live to know that the day of the Lord is near?  Does it help my 
faith in God to know that there is a future promise of the Lord singing to his people?  To be 
perfectly honest, it should but it doesn’t.  And by the nature of a fallen people in a promised land, 
it didn’t make that much difference in the Iraelites’ lives either.  If there is one thing that has been 
hammered home to me in my spiritual journey this year through participation in this church 
community, it is that we are very much like the promised people of the Old Testament, and God is 
very much the same as he has always been.  The Lord was, is, and will be the lover and pursuer of 
our souls.  

There is hope and joy in this passage from Zephaniah because the Lord and King will some day 
come and dwell with his people.  The people of Judah struggled with having good, just, and 
righteous kings.  They followed willingly but foolishly after the ambitions of kings that did not 
represent a Godly kingdom.  Their kings were merely a distorted shadow of the King who was on 
his way.  When the King and Lord dwells among his people, they experience freedom from the evil 
that holds them down.  Didn’t Jesus rejoice over women with courage to break social convention, 
children who wanted a hug from a rabbi, tax collectors who sought social justice, and prostitutes 
who needed feet to cry on?  The King dwelt among his people and the people who encountered 
the King found love and acceptance that changed them.

Today, the Kingdom of God on earth is continuing to grow, yet there is more kingdom to come!  
In place of violence, there will be peace.  In place of tyranny, there will be true justice.  In place of 
isolation, there will be acceptance.  In place of despair, there will be courage.  And in our return to 
faithfulness with God, Jesus himself will be singing songs of gladness on our behalf.  The King is 
on his way!

Prayer: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that 
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Friday / Week Three

God Will Save His People
Zechariah 9:9-10
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
    righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
    and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
    and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,
    and from the River to the ends of the earth.

The people of Israel were in exile. Everything God had promised and given to their ancestors
had been taken away. Israel’s former kings led the people away from God and were impotent in
the face of Israel’s enemies. God promises to save his people from their exile. He promises the
people a new king: a king that will ride on a donkey. Israel’s enemies trusted in battle horses and
chariots, but God is bigger than those things. Even though Israel’s king would ride something as
weak as a donkey, God’s glory would shine brighter because of Israel’s weakness. 

God sought to save us, his people, not in spite of our weakness, but because of it. Jesus’ birth 
brought the promise of salvation; a salvation that shines brightest in our weakness; a salvation that 
we cherish and celebrate this Advent season.

Prayer: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that 
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Saturday / Week Three

The Fuller
Malachi 3:1-4
1 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, 
says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For 
he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 
the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. 
4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former 
years.

In Malachi 3, God floods us with two vivid, story-telling images to describe not a peaceful, 
smiling Jesus, but a Jesus we cannot even endure when he appears. He will be like "a refiner's fire" 
and "fuller's soap." Jesus as a refiner's fire is a familiar enough image…but soap? A Fuller is one who 
cleaned and thickened newly-woven cloth by "cleaning, bleaching, wetting and beating the fibers to 
a consistent and desirable condition." As I imagined this violent Fulling process, I could picture 
the cloth (if it could speak) putting up a resistance to the blunt force used to transform it. But the 
Fuller has greater desires for the cloth than the cloth would ever have had for itself, nor would it 
have any power to act on them if it did.

This imagery has struck a deep chord with me because in recent months I have felt like a helpless 
cloth subjected to a painful, but necessary cleaning. When I recently asked the Lord to make 
himself known in a new way in my life, I did not receive a general, "clearer understanding" of who 
God is. Instead I have experienced a series of specific events, conversations, and conviction of sin 
that God has used to "clean, bleach, wet and beat my fibers." God has been waging war against my 
profound selfishness and many deep-rooted, newly surfaced fears.

Why is God, the ultimate Fuller, doing this to me? Not for my own self-satisfaction at my progress 
as a human being. Rather, He is changing me to become a desirable and acceptable offering to 
him, completely full and purified. I take confidence in the fact that God does not clean or bleach 
randomly. His starting point is always, "I have loved you" (Mal. 1:2).

Each Advent season, we thank God for making peace with us by sending his Son to take on our 
flesh and our troubles. But a weary Malachi, prophesying to a wayward Israel, looked forward 400 
years and saw that this baby would arrive, not only in peace, but in power as a king to clean, to 
purify, to make his people righteous, and to fill them up because He Has Loved Them.

Prayer: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that 
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Sunday / Week Four

Details
Matthew 1:18-25
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered 
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
    and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

Keeping track of details can be difficult and frustrating. Remembering deadlines, birthdays or 
conversations can be tricky, even for the most organized among us. Yet when another person recalls 
a significant detail from a conversation or experience we’ve shared, it shows me that they care and 
value the time they shared with me.

Our God is a God of details. The Gospels, particularly the early sections chronicling the birth of 
Jesus, are full of unfolding details—details that had been long foretold and anticipated. The virgin 
birth is given as a sign in Isaiah 7.14 and God gently reminds Joseph of this promise (v. 23) at a 
time when Joseph was surely questioning all he had held dear in life.

The details of Christ’s birth and life can bring great comfort and reassurance in difficult or 
confusing times. And perhaps the most comforting detail shared in this passage is the name given 
to our Messiah: Immanuel—God with us.

Regardless of where you find yourself in this season—whether in a time of joy, pain, or somewhere 
in between—take comfort knowing that God is with you. He knows the details of your life, and he 
promises his presence in the midst of our broken and waiting world.

Prayer of the Week:  The Lord is our light and our salvation—Whom shall we fear? The
Lord is the stronghold of our life—Of whom shall we be afraid? As we long for the light of Jesus, 
let us lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely. Let us be glad and rejoice in the 
Lord’s salvation! Arise, shine, for God’s light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
us. Nations shall come to this light, and kings to the brightness of this dawn.  Hallelujah!
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Monday / Week Four

Silent Expectation
Luke 1:1-25
...18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced 
in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to 
speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the 
day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” 

21 And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. 22 And 
when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. 
And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23 And when his time of service was ended, he went to 
his home...

In the film The Village, Joaquin Phoenix portrays a character who very rarely speaks. In one 
scene, he sits on a porch at night with his future wife, who asks him, “Why can you not say what is 
in your head?” He responds with a plea—“Why can you not stop saying what is in yours?”

During this hectic holiday season, I make a plea to the whole world around me—Why can you not 
just be quiet? Please take a minute to listen.

Is it strange to be envious of a man who was silenced by an angel for nine months because of his
unbelief? Well, I am envious. Zechariah was given an invaluable opportunity to quietly reflect on 
the angel’s words in preparation for their day of fulfillment. He longed for and expected the day 
when his lips would be loosened at the sight of his son, to burst forth in praise of the one whom 
his son would precede. May we find quiet reflection this season in anticipation of our coming 
Savior and may we burst forth in praise at his presence.

Prayer:  The Lord is our light and our salvation—Whom shall we fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of our life—Of whom shall we be afraid? As we long for the light of Jesus, let us lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely. Let us be glad and rejoice in the Lord’s 
salvation! Arise, shine, for God’s light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Nations shall come to this light, and kings to the brightness of this dawn.  Hallelujah!
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Tuesday / Week Four

Favored Ones
Luke 1:26-33
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

It’s likely you’ve come across this scene between Mary and the Angel, Gabriel, as depicted by 
Luke, in countless different Christmas pageants or illustrations. All tend to portray a serene, young 
Jewish girl, who hadn’t a clue that her world was about to be rocked by the unexpected visit of an 
angel of God.

As Gabriel came to her—into her home—he said, “Greetings, O Favored One!” The text states that 
young Mary was more troubled by the words of this greeting than the actual presence of the angel. 
Was it inconceivable to her that she had found favor with God? This favor meant that God had 
approved Mary, not because of anything meritorious in herself, to carry the Savior of the world, 
but because of His gracious decision simply to choose her.

One can admire Mary’s courage to acquiesce to such a plan in spite of her visible fear. It would 
mean changing her life forever, surrendering her own agenda and laying down her pride. And yet, 
can’t the same thing be said of any follower of Christ? Each one has found unmerited favor in 
God's sight. The miracle of the virgin birth is simply that God came to us. It may cost us our wills 
and our rights to our own agendas, but it’s the path to lasting hope and peace. There’s no reason 
to be afraid.

So rejoice, sinner and favored one, because your heart has been opened to the king of kings, the 
great Son of the Most High, who will reign forever. Of His kingdom there will be no end.

Prayer:  The Lord is our light and our salvation—Whom shall we fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of our life—Of whom shall we be afraid? As we long for the light of Jesus, let us lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely. Let us be glad and rejoice in the Lord’s 
salvation! Arise, shine, for God’s light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Nations shall come to this light, and kings to the brightness of this dawn.  Hallelujah!
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Wednesday / Week Four

God’s Providence
Luke 1:34-45
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 
37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be 
to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby 
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the 
baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 
was spoken to her from the Lord.”

God’s entry into the world was a miraculous event, not just because it was by way of the Virgin 
Birth. God’s people had been in exile for hundreds of years prior to the birth of Jesus, desperately 
seeking deliverance from the foreign rulers who were over them. God’s deliverance was not a 
political or military solution, but was a radical spiritual transformation effectuate by the birth, life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus. God’s deliverance was unequivocally something that only he 
could offer. 

Mary could not have possibly understood the implications of Jesus’ coming to earth, but she knew 
better than anyone that what was about to happen was indeed miraculous. While Jesus’ birth and 
God’s plan for the salvation of his people was something only he could accomplish, Mary played a 
critical role. She did not come to this role through any effort or merit of her own, but was simply 
chosen by God. 

Jesus’ birth reminds us that God is doing miraculous things in our community, our city,
and the world, and that our involvement is dependent not upon our own effort, but upon God’s
providence.

Prayer:  The Lord is our light and our salvation—Whom shall we fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of our life—Of whom shall we be afraid? As we long for the light of Jesus, let us lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely. Let us be glad and rejoice in the Lord’s 
salvation! Arise, shine, for God’s light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Nations shall come to this light, and kings to the brightness of this dawn.  Hallelujah!
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Thursday / Week Four

Just as He Promised
Luke 1:46-56
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,
      47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
      For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
      52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate;
      53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
     55 as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.

In the face of an impossible social, religious and economic problem, Mary worshipped. I do not 
doubt she was fearful of this new life inside her. Instead of worry, she recalled God’s promises to 
Israel and expected nothing but the same salvation, mercy and provision be applied to her.

As I contemplate her words, in the midst of my own impossible problems, do I recall God’s might? 
His sovereignty over nations? His promise to make all things new? I am struck by Mary’s focus on 
her Lord. Fixed on her very big God, she saw the big picture; that the waiting was over and the 
Messiah was coming.

We are waiting for Christ’s return. And when He comes, will I rejoice that my problems have 
solutions or that my God has been faithful; that He has brought down earthly rulers from their 
thrones and restored His Son as King of Kings? For when He comes, He will extend mercy, lift the 
humble, fill the hungry just as He promised.

Prayer:  The Lord is our light and our salvation—Whom shall we fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of our life—Of whom shall we be afraid? As we long for the light of Jesus, let us lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely. Let us be glad and rejoice in the Lord’s 
salvation! Arise, shine, for God’s light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Nations shall come to this light, and kings to the brightness of this dawn.  Hallelujah!
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Friday / Week Four

The First Birth 
Luke 1:57-66
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 And her neighbors and relatives heard 
that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 And on the eighth day they came to 
circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60 but his mother answered, 
“No; he shall be called John.” 61 And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” 62 And 
they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet 
and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. 64 And immediately his mouth was opened and his 
tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65 And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were 
talked about through all the hill country of Judea, 66 and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, 
saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.

Each Christmas morning as I grew up, my family set aside a few moments to read the birth 
account. It all blurred together for many years, the promise of presents looming just past the last 
echoes of those flocks of sheep. There was “birth” and “angels” and “prophecies”—all the standard 
buzzwords. But somewhere along the way I realized, “Hey, two babies are born in this story.”

Why all the hoopla surrounding John’s birth? Why the angel’s prophecy, the non-traditional name, 
the miraculous silencing of Zechariah? After all, John was only the messenger, a trail-blazer for 
someone mightier, someone whose sandals he was “not worthy to untie”.  Why would Luke 
commence his account by focusing on this forerunner rather than launching straight into the 
scandalous details of our Savior’s manger birth?

Perhaps Luke was making the assertion that context is necessary for us to even begin to conceive of 
the magnitude of this event. Maybe the people in the hill country of Judea needed this first 
extraordinary birth to occur to fully appreciate what was coming. It got them wondering. It got 
them questioning. It put them in awe, even before their Savior came to rescue them. 

May it do the same for us. When we read of John’s birth, may the buzzwords be dusted off and 
made new again so that we stand in awe and wonder, and may John “prepare the way” for us to 
watch as salvation comes forth from Zion’s hills.

Prayer:  The Lord is our light and our salvation—Whom shall we fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of our life—Of whom shall we be afraid? As we long for the light of Jesus, let us lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely. Let us be glad and rejoice in the Lord’s 
salvation! Arise, shine, for God’s light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Nations shall come to this light, and kings to the brightness of this dawn.  Hallelujah!
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Saturday / Week Four

Sun is Coming
Luke 1:67-80
67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David,
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71 that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us;
72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant,
73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74 that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
   for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins,
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his public 
appearance to Israel.

The sun is coming. Redemption is near.
The sun is coming. Salvation is near.
The sun is coming. Mercy is near.
The sun is coming. Deliverance is near.
The sun is coming. Remember His covenant.
The sun is coming.

The prophecy of Zechariah joins with all the prophecies of prophets from the past and fixes our 
eyes forward. “The sunrise shall visit us from on high.” The horizon is lightening. 400 years of 
prophetic silence and darkness end with these words of Zechariah. Proclaim. Pronounce. Prepare.

Serve him without fear. Forgive, repent, be holy.
Prepare the way, child. The Son is coming.

Prayer:  The Lord is our light and our salvation—Whom shall we fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of our life—Of whom shall we be afraid? As we long for the light of Jesus, let us lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely. Let us be glad and rejoice in the Lord’s 
salvation! Arise, shine, for God’s light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Nations shall come to this light, and kings to the brightness of this dawn.  Hallelujah!
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 December 23rd

That We May Have Hope
Romans 15:4-13
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through 
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of endurance and encouragement 
grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm 
the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.”
10 And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.”
12  And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
 in him will the Gentiles hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you 
may abound in hope.

God’s Word is living and active, and at times I am overwhelmed with the wonder of the story 
that it tells, and the way the pieces of that story are woven together.  From Jesse to David to Isaiah 
to Jesus to Paul, a thread of the story of redemption weaves through nearly 1100 years of human 
history.  Here, in his letter to the church in Rome, Paul quotes Isaiah 11, which we read in the first 
week of this devotional.  If you're not one to check the footnotes in your Bible, let me encourage 
you to stop for a minute now and investigate the passages that are being quoted here.  Take a 
minute to read Isaiah 11:1-10, and then Matthew 12:15-21.  Ask the Holy Spirit to bring to life in 
your heart Paul’s statement in verse 4:  these things written in the former days are for our 
instruction, encouragement, and hope.

As we have spent these weeks reflecting on the prophecies and the story of Christmas, may we be 
reminded of what an amazing hope we have because of the birth of Christ.  It is a hope that has 
carried God's people through years of persecution; a hope that transcends language and culture; a 
hope that the Spirit whispers to our hearts in our despair; a hope that empowers us to live in 
harmony with one another, with one voice, glorifying the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  May that 
hope fill your heart today as you prepare to celebrate Jesus' birth!

Prayer:  The Lord is our light and our salvation—Whom shall we fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of our life—Of whom shall we be afraid? As we long for the light of Jesus, let us lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely. Let us be glad and rejoice in the Lord’s 
salvation! Arise, shine, for God’s light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Nations shall come to this light, and kings to the brightness of this dawn.  Hallelujah!
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December 24th / Christmas Eve

Treasuring and Pondering
Luke 2:1-20
...8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with 
great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made 
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Mary didn't write a book about giving birth to the Messiah, or shout the news from the 
rooftops. Instead she noticed, watched, prayed, and waited. I feel convicted by Mary's peace. When 
I have a free minute, I zip to my iPhone, do some dishes, or cross something else off my 'to do' list. 
I act. In fact, I, and I imagine many in our culture, don't wait patiently or even just sit still very 
well. 

The advent season is one of patient waiting for the miracle of Christ. We can have peace in this 
waiting because we have faith that it will happen; there's nothing to do but wait patiently! We can 
stop our running about, worrying about Christmas gifts, guests, or New Years’ resolutions. Rejoice! 
Tomorrow we behold and give thanks for the birth of our long-awaited savior!

Prayer:  The Lord is our light and our salvation—Whom shall we fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of our life—Of whom shall we be afraid? As we long for the light of Jesus, let us lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely. Let us be glad and rejoice in the Lord’s 
salvation! Arise, shine, for God’s light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Nations shall come to this light, and kings to the brightness of this dawn.  Hallelujah!
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Advent Devotional Contributors
Week One:
Su / Sarah Hosan
M / Josh Chen
Tu / Matt Lettieri
W / Drew Samsoe
Th / Mark Jeong
F / Jeremy Samsoe
Sa /Rena Moore

Week Two:  
Su / Jeff King
M / Stephanie Carroll
Tu / Elisabeth Clemmer
W / Ross Kucks 
Th / Jeremy Eshelman
F / Rena Moore
Sa / Rachel Hosan

Week Three:  
Su / Mark Jeong
M / Will Hall
Tu / Ross Kucks
W / Jeff King
Th / Thomas Rockett
F / Will Hall
Sa / Katie Everett

Week Four & Christmas Eve
Su / Sarah Hosan
M / Matt Lettieri
Tu / Elisabeth Clemmer
W / Will Hall
Th / Kristin Denton
F / Matt Lettieri
Sa / Jeremy Eshelman
23rd / Rachel Hosan
24th / Anna Nicholaides
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